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and take his Lordship to Loch Ryan j 
which he did. 

Accommodation of travellers was 
the first object of Lord Downshire; 
the mail was secondary : and Lord 
Barringt.on and Mr. Todd, of the 
post-ofiice London, being his parti- 
cular friends, whatever was desired 
by him was done. 

The Company got the allowance 
asked for, and the sole carrying of 
the mails ; they studied the care 
and convenience of travellers, wait- 
ed their time, and let the mail wait 
also. 

Thing* are now changed; Tapid 
conveyance for mails is found to be 
an object to the mercantile interest. 
The boats and harbours should, there- 
fore, be calculated to forward their 
purposes. 

Boats of less draught of water, and 
deeper harbours, should be obtained, 
so as to facilitate quick departures 
on the arrival of the mails. 

With new harbours, new boats 
*hould be got for carrying the mail, 
and the old ones would answer well 
as passage-boats for travellers who 
were not in haste, or who had a pre- 
dilection for the ancient harbours. 

(A certificate, signed by 240 masters 
tf vessels, and persons conversant in 
the shipping trade, in favour of piers 
at Bangor and Portnessock, will be 
given in the next number of the Maga- 
zine.) 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON BEMOIOUS MISSIONS. 

vJF late years, the zeal for intro- 
ducing Christianity into foreign coun- 
tries, has displayed it9elf in a more 
than ordinary degree. Our sister 
country, in particular, has emi- 
nently distinguished herself by the 
conspicuous part which she has per- 



formed. Disdaining ta ffesd in the 
beaten path pursued by others, pr 
enter progressively on the work, 
she, with an ardour an'd resolution 
unparalleled in modern times, bar 
transported her missionaries across 
the ocean into every remote' part of 
the globe, and endeavoured to erect 
the Christian cross pn the ruins of 
Mahometanism, and the wild and im- 
pious absurdities of the Pagan na- 
tions. 

Inconsistency frequently charac- 
terizes the conduct of erring mortals. 
Blinded by prejudice, or self-love, 
the. still voice of reason is hushed 
adidst the tumultuous swell of pas- 
sion, and innumerable deviations 
from the straight path of wisdom 
are the inevitable consequence. The 
conduct of England of late years 
fully justifies and confirms the troth 
of this reflection. England, the 
enlightener of the heatheu nations J 
the disseminator of the gospel j the 
zealous and intrepid propagator of 
the christian religion; what has she; 
not done to excite the admiration, 
and merit the blessings of a grateful 
world ? England, the tyrant of the 
seas; the scourge and plague of Eu- 
rope ; the exciter of war, and spread- 
er of blood, fire and desolation over 
the whole globe; what has she not 
done to «' fill her cup of iniquity" 
and provoke the curses and execra- 
tions of an incensed world f Alas J 
how astonishing is the folly and ab- 
surdity of mankind ! Christians 
with one hand present to savage* 
the gospel for acceptance, whilst the 
other grasps a sword, a murderous 
sword, yet reeking with the blood of 
their fellow-cbristians. Christians at 
one moment,' with a grave and sancti- 
monious look, preach strongly on 
the necessity ofdisseminatingabroad a 
knowledge of the sacred writings, and 
of attempting the conversion of the 
wandering savages ; whilst the next 
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beholds them with a furious and de- 
moniacal zeal, thundering forth the 
necessity and glory of war, whilst 
their breasts are heaving with the in- 
fluence of the most fierce and brutal 
passions, rapine, jealousy, and re- 
venge. 

Behold England, actuated by jea- 
lousy, allying herself with the Turk- 
ish Sultan, and his Mahometan bar- 
barians, in order to expel from 
Egypt its Christian conquerors, and 
reduce it to its former state of op- 
pression and barbarism. Behold her 
also, from a similar motive, allying 
herself with the tierce savages of 
North America; rousing these cruel 
and blood-thirsty barbarians from 
their state of indolence, and exciting 
them to raise the terrific warwhoop, 
and commence their career of blood 
and devest at ion on the peaceable and 
unfortunate settlers in the interior. 
Oh, England ! thy inconsistency is 
astonishing. Professing Christianity, 
thou thyself yet requirest to be 
converted. All the base and sinful 
passions which degrade human na- 
ture, and which occasion all this 
world's misery, operate in full force 
in thy guilty country: Jealousy, 
discord, war, and desolation, are 
the inevitable consequences; and 
the torches lighted in the cabinets of 
St. James and Versailles, applied to 
other combustible materials, com- 
municate a flame, whose blaze 
mounting fiercely rnto the air, and 
enlightening the extended hemis- 
phere, proclaim to the gazing and 
astonished world, what sort of men 
are those prt tended Christians; those 
pretended civdizersof the human race; 
those hypocritical professors of that 
religion which breathes humility, 
peace, and charity; which directly 
condemns their conduct, and which 
threatens them with inconceivably 
severe punishment. 

War is one of the severest calami- 
ties that can afflict the human race. 

BELFAST MAC. NO. LJX, 



It is the shame and disgrace of Chris- 
tians. It gives the lie to their pro- 
fessions, and characterizes them as 
infidels or, hypocrites. An advocate 
for war is a fiend in human shape, 
an enemy to God and religion, and 
a curse to the human race. A sin- 
cere Chrislian is earnestly solicitous 
to promote the peace, liberty, and 
happiness of mankind. It is only by 
a restoration of peace that Christians 
can promise themselves any consider- 
able degree of success in introducing 
a knowledge of, and a love for re- 
vealed religion, amongst the savage 
nations. War counteracts all their 
exertions in accomplishiugthis grand 
object. In vain, whilst the dark 
clouds of war blacken the horizon, 
does the zealous Missionary preach, 
and pray, and endeavour to infuse 
into the minds of his illiterate flock 
a love for Christianity, and its bene- 
volent precepts: a war agent ap- 
proaches, he elevates the streaming 
standard, and displays his golden 
bribes; passion overrules every other 
principle, and the poor deluded sa- 
vage seizes his hatchet, renounces 
his teacher and his religion for ever, 
and relapses into all his former ig- 
norance and barbarity. Such, ala;! 
is the. melancholy, but true picture 
of many of our missions in different 
pnrts of the world. Whilst war ra- 
ges, Christianity cannot be gaining 
much ground, but must, on the con- 
trary, particularly in these court, 
tries, be rapidly declining. Behold, 
at this moment, the awful state of 
Europe; possessing divine revela- 
tion, inhabited by Christians, be- 
hold her convulsed with war, her 
continent streaming with blood, and 
enveloped in flames, and her plains 
strewed with the dead and dying. 
Oh! Almighty God, how dismal a 
sight! Oh! Christians, if you are 
sincerely desirous of promoting the 
glory of God and religion in the 
world, unite your exertions in steni- 
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ming the torrent of war, in heating 
the distractions of Europe', and in 
restoring peace to an afflicted world. 
Then, may we reasonably hope 
to extend the kingdom of our Sa- 
viour, and disseminate a knowledge 
of Christianity through the extended 
globe. Then may we expect the 
approach of that blissful happy 
time, anticipated by an inspired 
prophet, when " they shall turn 
their swords into plough-shares, and 
their speais into pruning hooks ; 
when the wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, and there shall be 
nothing to hurt or destroy in all the 
holy mountain of the Lord." 

Marcellus. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THE present times are particular- 
ly characterized by the attention 
which is paid to education, and the 
modes in which it is conducted. 
That errors may be mended, it is 
necessary they should be pointed 
out ; but it is matter of great regret 
that amendment does not always 
follow exposure. The custom of 
holding long vacations has been often 
justly reprobated, but in conse- 
quence of the improper indulgence 
of parents and the laziness of teach- 
ers, long vacations are still pretty 
general. 

There is another abuse closely 
connected with the' above, which is 
equally deserving of censure ; this 
is the mode of preparing (as it is call- 
ed) children for their half yearly 
examination. It is well known that 
generally about a month previous to 
vacation a task is allotted to each 
scholar, in which it is necessary he 
should make himself perfect, iu or- 
der that his acquirements may be 
shown off at an examination. The 
intention of the master is seconded 
by the emulation of the scholars. 



and in this task they are brought as 
near perfection as possible, during 
which time every thing else is ne- 
glected. 

When the great day of examina- 
tion arrives, a class is brought up 
who spell their slated number of 
columns correctly, but the turning 
of one leaf more, turns all their abili- 
ties into smoke. They can speil 
this but nothing else. If you ask a 
boy to work a question in arithmetic, 
in any other rule than that in which 
he has been prepared, the poor child 
tan only stare at you, or hang 
bis head in confusion. The classes 
in other departments are in a simi- 
lar situation. Several weeks have 
been spent in. learning one task, 
during which time, and the succeed- 
ing vacation the scholars are afforded 
a fine opportunity of forgetting e- 
very thing else they have ever learn- 
ed. A more effectual method of 
retarding the scholars' progress can 
hardly be conceived, and were the 
power of established custom left out 
of the account, it might be supposed 
that the absurdity of the practice 
would cause its immediate abandon- 
ment. 

There does not appear any thing 
more useful, or more conducive to 
the improvement of scholars than 
frequent examinations and the con- 
ferring of rewards on the most de* 
serving, but these examinations 
should extend to the general acquire- 
ments of scholars, and not merely to 
a particular lesson dressed up for the 
occasion. 

While the foregoing ridiculous 
system is almost generally followed, 
it is gratifying to observe that some 
teachers have shook off the tram- 
mels of custom, and sacrificed an 
additional ponion of their time for 
the benefit of the children commit- 
ted to their care. One instance may 
be given as an example for imita- 
tion. 



